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Introduction 
Welcome to Joy of the Harvest: Praying for Your Neighborhood. This 
book was created as an easy-to-use guide to help you stand in the 
gap for your neighborhood. The daily prayer points emphasize 
families, students, schools, teachers and staff.  
 
The book consists of a total of 31 prayer points, designed to provide 
you with a short prayer focus for each day of the month. After 
reading the request, pray for that day’s suggestion and then be on 
the lookout for the ways in which God is answering your prayers for 
your neighborhood. 
 
At the end of the month, return to the beginning of the book and 
pray through the book again, strengthening your prayers for your 
neighborhood. If you find repetition tiring, it may be more 
motivating to pray for a different school or neighborhood each 
month.  
 
You may even decide to pray for neighborhoods around the world. 
Be as creative as you like with the process. In the end, although the 
investment is small, the result of people praying together around 
the world is sure to be amazing! 
 
 
How Did This Book Come About?  
You may be curious as to the impetus behind this book. For years, 
we’ve been praying for our neighborhood and have seen God do 
some unbelievable things.  
 
These results caused me to wonder what God might do if a group of 
dedicated individuals were all praying for the same thing, focusing 
on the same neighborhood, at the same time. So in January, 2013 
we invited others to join us in our first 31-Day January Prayer 
Initiative for our neighborhood.  
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As a result of praying together, we started to see some more 
changes. Some of these changes were obvious and impressive. For 
example, three girls from our neighborhood school raised the 
necessary funds to purchase a small house for a homeless family.  
 
Other changes were less tangible, such as more peace and less 
fighting among the children in our neighborhood. But for us, all of 
the changes were exciting and praiseworthy. So we decided to make 
the 31-Day January Prayer Initiative an annual event.  
 
During 2015’s prayer initiative, several individuals encouraged me 
to gather the requests and compile them into a book. Since most of 
the requests applied to neighborhoods around the world, I thought 
it was a great idea!  
 
We’re excited to hear what God does as a result of your prayers for 
your neighborhood. So what are we waiting for? Let’s get started!  
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Day 1 
Welcome to Day 1 of Joy of the Harvest! 
 
The more I pray the more convinced I am of the importance of 
family in the lives of young people. With that being said, let’s begin 
by praying for families. 
 
Today please pray that parents would have a passion for raising 
their children, providing unconditional love along with good 
boundaries. Pray also that students would experience and accept 
this unconditional love from their parents. 
 
 
Day 2 
Hello and welcome to Day 2! 
 
Today I invite you to pray that the parents in your neighborhood 
would spend time with their children, listening to them, getting to 
know them, and creating shared experiences with them.  
 
 
Day 3 
Hello and welcome to Day 3! 
 
Today let’s pray that parents would train their children to know the 
difference between right and wrong. Pray that parents would help 
their children recognize and listen to their conscience, and thus 
make good choices and decisions. 
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Day 4 
Hello and welcome to Day 4! 
 
Today please pray that parents would parent their children 
throughout their lives and not just when they are infants, 
toddlers and young children.  
 
Pray that parents would continue to invest in and be actively 
involved in the lives of their tween and teenage children. Pray 
that these children would sense their parents’ love and direction 
as they go through this challenging phase of life.   
 
 
Day 5 
Hello and welcome to Day 5! 
 
As we wrap-up praying for parents, please pray that the parents in 
your neighborhood would be trustworthy. Pray that children and 
teenagers would learn to trust their parents and other 
trustworthy adults in their lives. Pray also that, by experiencing 
parents who are trustworthy, young people would be more open to 
trusting God.  
 
 
Day 6 
Hello and welcome to Day 6! 
 
Continuing with the theme of family, please pray that siblings—
brothers and sisters, sisters and sisters, and brothers and 
brothers—would look out for one another, enjoy each other’s 
company, love one another, and trust each other. Pray that these 
positive relationships would lead children to know that they can 
trust God.  
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Day 7 
Hello and welcome to Day 7! 
 
Knowing the importance of thankfulness, I’d like to invite you to set 
aside every seventh day as a community day of thanksgiving. 
This can be a time when together we can give thanks to God for 
what He’s doing. 
 
Today I invite you to thank God for the parents in your 
neighborhood who are investing in the lives of their children. 
Thank God also for the strength He is giving to parents to carry on. 
 
 
Day 8 
Hello and welcome to Day 8! 
 
Before we leave the topic of families, I want to touch on 
grandparents. Grandparents are another important part of the 
family.  
 
Please pray that the grandparents in your neighborhood would have 
the strength and energy to love on, and to invest in, their 
grandchildren in a way that builds them up and provides them 
with a sense of safety and security.  
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Day 9 
Hello and welcome to Day 9! 
 
Good friendships are vital for children and teenagers, so I’d like to 
invite you to spend the next few days praying about friends and 
friendships.  
 
Today please pray that students would have one or two close 
friends with whom they can share their thoughts, feelings and 
desires.  
 
 
Day 10 
Hello and welcome to Day 10! 
 
As we continue praying about friends and friendships, please pray 
that students would develop strong friendships with other 
students who can have a positive influence on their lives.  
 
 
Day 11 
Hello and welcome to Day 11! 
 
As we pray about friends and friendships, please pray that students 
would have trustworthy friends that they can count on, and who 
will listen to and support them.  
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Day 12 
Hello and welcome to Day 12!  
 
Today, please pray that God would use trustworthy friends to help 
students know and believe that they can trust Him to be faithful 
and trustworthy. 
 
 
Day 13 
Hello and welcome to Day 13! 
 
Good teachers and staff are important to a child’s education. 
Therefore, as we continue praying, I’d like to invite you to pray for 
the teachers and staff in your neighborhood schools.  
 
Please pray that teachers would have the wisdom they need to 
teach well and the creativity to make new concepts easy and fun 
for students to learn.  
 
 
Day 14 
Hello and welcome to Day 14! 
 
It’s day 14 and time for our second community day of 
thanksgiving. Today I invite you to thank God for the friends that 
your children and other students and young people in your 
neighborhood have.  
 
While you’re at it, you may want to also thank God for the good 
friendships He’s given to you.  
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Day 15  
Hello and welcome to Day 15!  
 
As we continue to pray for the teachers and staff at your 
neighborhood school, please pray that teachers would be good 
examples and role models for their students. 
 
 
Day 16 
Hello and welcome to Day 16!  
 
Before moving on to today’s request, let’s take a moment to 
celebrate, because with today’s request we’re more than halfway 
done!  
 

Yippee! Yahoo! Yea! Way to Go! 
 
Moving on—as we think about the teachers and staff at your 
neighborhood school, please pray that teachers would be caring, 
and have the energy they need to build into the lives of their 
students. 
 
 
Day 17 
Hello and welcome to Day 17!  
 
Today please pray that teachers would have good classroom 
management skills so that they can successfully teach students 
information that will inspire them to think for themselves and thus 
create a life-long love for learning.  
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Day 18 
Hello and welcome to Day 18! 
 
As we wrap-up praying for those who work at your neighborhood 
school, we don’t want to forget all of the staff members who help 
the school run smoothly. Please pray that the staff would have 
energy to do their jobs well, and that they would see their jobs as 
part of the bigger picture of building into the lives of young 
people.   
 
 
Day 19 
Hello and welcome to Day 19! 
 
Today I’d like to invite you to on a virtual prayer walk through one 
of the schools in your neighborhood. If you’re unfamiliar with 
your schools, you may want to download a picture from the 
internet to inspire you. If you know your neighborhood schools 
well, you can use your imagination and picture yourself at one of 
them. And, if you’re a kinesthetic learner, you may want to spend 
a day or two on location at the school, as you pray for these next 
requests.   
 
Regardless of how you decide to participate in the virtual prayer 
walk, I’ll point out various locations where we can pause and pray 
as we walk through the school.  
 
We’ll start by praying at the location where the students are 
dropped-off, whether by bus, car or public transportation. Please 
pray that, as students prepare to enter the school, they would be 
refreshed, ready and excited to learn. Pray also that they would 
be prepared to have good interactions with others students, 
teachers and staff.  
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Day 20 
Hello and welcome to Day 20! 
 
Next, let’s step inside the school building. As you notice the sights 
and smells, and the sounds of the students, please pray that 
students would feel safe, and that they would be supported, 
encouraged, challenged and spurred on while in school. 
 
 
Day 21 
Hello and welcome to Day 21! 
 
It’s day 21 and our third community day of thanksgiving. Today I 
invite you to thank God for the teachers and staff at the schools in 
your neighborhood who care for the students they work with, and 
who are striving to challenge, inspire and instill a love for 
learning into their students.  
 
On a personal note—I want to sincerely thank you for your 
perseverance in prayer during this month! 
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Day 22 
Hello and welcome to Day 22! 
 
While standing inside the school building, we recognize some 
students who are believers.  
 
Please pray that these students would have the courage and 
wisdom to be active, loving and effective witnesses and 
ambassadors for Jesus. Pray that the fruits of the Spirit would be 
evident in their lives. Finally, pray that they would be carriers of 
hope in a way that draws others to them and makes their non-
believing friends and classmates want to learn more about what 
makes them different.  
 
 
Day 23 
Hello and welcome to Day 23! 
 
While standing inside the school building, we also recognize some 
students who are struggling with their faith. 
 
Please pray that these students would receive the prayer, support 
and encouragement they need to continue on in their faith 
journey. Pray that they would hear God’s voice in their life and 
that they would choose to make good decisions, even in the midst 
of their faith struggles.  
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Day 24  
Hello and welcome to Day 24! 
 
As we take one last look around inside the school building, we 
notice a number of students who don’t yet have the privilege of 
knowing the risen Savior. Please pray that these students would 
have good friendships with those who do know the Truth. Pray 
that they would have the opportunities, and the ears to hear that 
there is a Savior who loves and cares for them. Finally, pray that 
they would hear God calling out to them, inviting them into His 
presence. 
 
 
Day 25  
Hello and welcome to Day 25! 
 
As we continue on our virtual prayer walk of the school, we find 
ourselves back outside in the school yard.  
 
Please pray that the school yard would be a place of blessing to the 
students. Pray that it would be a place of fun and an opportunity 
for further learning. Pray also that it would be a place for building 
relationships, skills and self-discipline. 
 
 
Day 26 
Hello and welcome to Day 26! 
 
While standing in the school yard, I invite you to pray that acts of 
kindness and goodness would be considered cool. Likewise, pray 
that smoking, acts of destruction and being mischievous would 
be seen as uncool and looked down upon by other students. 
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Day 27 
Hello and welcome to Day 27! 
 
During these next three days I’d like to invite you to pray for 
healing, as well as some other general blessings for the students 
in your neighborhood. 
 
As we think about children and teenagers, please pray that the 
Father would heal the pain, hurt and anger that many young 
people carry with them. 
 
 
Day 28 
Hello and welcome to Day 28! 
 
It’s day 28 and our fourth community day of thanksgiving. Today 
I invite you to thank God for the schools in your neighborhood 
and for the opportunities students have for a good education.  
 
 
Day 29 
Hello and welcome to Day 29! 
 
Today let’s pray that the children and teenagers in your 
neighborhood would grow up to be godly men and women, living 
lives of obedience to God. Pray also that they would live lives of 
righteousness and justice.  
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Day 30 
Hello and welcome to Day 30! 
 
As we continue to pray general blessings on the students, today I 
invite you to pray with me that children would maintain their 
innocence and not feel a need to rush the growing-up process.  
 
Please pray specifically that children would be innocent in their 
actions, dress and words. Pray also that students would feed their 
hearts, souls, minds and spirits with life-giving information that 
supports them in maintaining their innocence.  
 
 
Day 31 
Hello and welcome to Day 31! 
 
As we wrap-up our 31 days of prayer, please pray that your 
neighborhood and the places in it would be places of love, joy, 
peace, goodness, hope, mercy, compassion and kindness. Pray 
also that your neighbors would be filled with the righteousness of 
the Father. 
 
 
Wrap Up 
Thank you for your active participation and partnership with 
other believers and with God, as He carries out His purposes in 
your neighborhood! 
 
Please feel free to email me at joyoftheharvest@gmail.com and let 
me know how you’ve seen God working in your neighborhood as a 
result of your prayers. I’d love to hear from you! 


